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Executive Director
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CEO and Founder
US Lab Partners, DK Scientific and Kitting Partners
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Dean, College of Professional Studies & Director, Bioinnovation
Northeastern University 
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Professor, Biotechnology Program Coordinator
Great Bay Community College
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Head of University Programs
Biogen

Liisa Bozinovic leads initiatives to strengthen the state’s life sciences ecosystem. She brings
extensive experience in organizational leadership, workforce development, and industry
engagement, having held executive roles at Biocom Institute and Polyzen, and co-founded the
Boz Life Science Research and Teaching Institute. Liisa also serves on multiple boards,
supporting education, leadership development, and industry growth in the life sciences.

Demet Aybar leads operations and research initiatives in the biotechnology sector. With a
strong background in analytical chemistry, cell culture, high-throughput screening, and quality
assurance, she brings extensive expertise in assay development and operational management.
Demet holds a Master’s degree in Analytical Chemistry from Marmara University and is
committed to advancing innovative solutions in biotech.

Jared Auclair bridges academic, scientific, and business domains to expand access to lifelong
learning. As a dedicated advocate, he develops programs and pathways that empower
learners to reach their potential. Jared’s leadership emphasizes whole-person development,
innovation, and community impact, reflecting his commitment as an academic, scientist, and
mentor.

Deb Audino has taught for over 20 years with a focus on biomanufacturing and student
mentorship. She helped launch biofabrication and biomanufacturing technician
apprenticeship programs and actively advises local high schools on biotechnology
curriculum. Deb holds degrees in Chemistry and Biochemistry/Molecular Biology and
previously worked in scientific and industry roles at Corning, Roche, and Itaconix.

Mike Convicer oversees university talent strategy and early-career programs at Biogen, where
he develops scalable pipelines that support the life sciences talent ecosystem. He drives
strategic academic partnerships, advances equitable access to experiential learning, and
prepares diverse student talent for careers across the industry. Mike holds a Masters in
Educational Leadership & Policy Studies from Boston University.
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Shawn Fitzpatrick
Senior Director of Manufacturing
WUXI Biologics

Jim Harris
Life Sciences Sector Workforce Specialist
New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development 

Josh Henkin
Senior Manufacturing Subject Matter Expert
Tunnell Consulting, Inc.

Shawn Fitzpatrick leads large-scale biopharmaceutical operations. With over two decades of
experience spanning WuXi, Resilience, and Shire, he has directed teams through complex
manufacturing initiatives and site leadership roles. Beyond industry, Shawn serves on the
Board of Directors for Just-A-Start, a Cambridge nonprofit advancing housing security and
economic opportunity.

Jim Harris manages projects to build scalable talent pipelines. With 17 years of experience in
workforce development, he collaborates with government agencies, educational institutions,
industry partners, and community organizations to design high-quality training programs and
career pathways. Jim’s work spans multiple sectors including life sciences, energy, healthcare,
manufacturing, and logistics, helping replicate workforce solutions across New Jersey.

Josh Henkin is a consultant to the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA),
supporting workforce development and manufacturing initiatives that strengthen U.S. biopharmaceutical
manufacturing and emergency surge capacity. He co-leads the BioMaP Workforce Development team and
contributes to assessments of U.S. pharmaceutical manufacturing capabilities. Josh is the founder of STEM
Career Services, where he helps STEM graduates launch and advance careers in science and technology.

Mike Hourigan
Owner, CEO & Expert Consultant
Horizon Controls Group

Mike Hourigan brings nearly 30 years of life sciences expertise in automation, system integration,
and digital transformation. He has led $20M+ projects for clients including Pfizer, Merck, and
Novartis, while shaping future engineers through training, mentorship, and certification
programs. Known for blending technical acumen with a people-first philosophy, Mike drives
innovation and workforce development that define long-term success in regulated industries.

Lance Holland
Founder & Principal Consultant
Genesis BioConsulting

Lance Holland leads external manufacturing for three commercially licensed gene therapy products
and brings over 20 years of experience across biologics and gene therapy. His background spans
manufacturing, MS&T, Quality Assurance, and Operational Excellence, providing a strong
understanding of workforce and technical capabilities in modern biopharmaceutical manufacturing.
Lance is passionate about expanding access to biotechnology careers and supporting pathways,
including apprenticeships, that develop the next generation of industry talent.
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Kristen McCain
Associate Director of Strategic Talent Partnerships for Manufacturing and Quality
Eli Lilly and Company

Kristen McCain has worked at Eli Lilly and Company for over 34 years, starting as an industrial
engineer. She transitioned to human resources after earning an MBA from Purdue, holding various
roles including talent acquisition, leadership development, employee relations, and strategic business
partnerships. In her current role, she focuses on building talent pipelines through collaborations with
higher education institutions such as Purdue University and Ivy Tech Community College.

Susan Magdaleno
Director, Sample Prep R&D
Thermo Fisher

Susan Magdaleno, PhD leads teams advancing nucleic acid and automation technologies to
improve customer experiences. With a background in cell and molecular biology and
postdoctoral training in developmental neurobiology, she combines scientific expertise with a
passion for mentoring and team building. Susan has launched products, secured innovation
grants, and built collaborative teams that drive progress in the life sciences.

Sarah MacDonald
CEO
Life Science Cares

Sarah MacDonald leads a national network connecting the life sciences industry to community-
based efforts that disrupt poverty. As the organization’s first employee, she built its model of
investment and engagement, expanding from Boston to five affiliates nationwide. Previously,
Sarah served as Executive Vice President at MassBio, and she holds degrees from Hartwick
College and Northeastern University.

Jennifer Lazare
Associate Professor, Biotechnology and Biology
Austin Community College

Jennifer Lazare has over 21 years of experience in teaching, teacher training, and curriculum
development in biotechnology education. Through her work with InnovATEBIO, she has helped create
pathways that connect high schools, community colleges, and universities, while equipping educators
with industry-aligned skills. Her efforts focus on strengthening regional biotechnology ecosystems,
advancing workforce readiness, and building stronger academic-to-industry connections.

Dustin Kerr
Executive Director- Biologics Clinical Manufacturing
Pfizer - Bioprocess R&D

Dustin Kerr oversees clinical drug substance operations across multiple U.S. sites. With more
than 25 years in the pharmaceutical industry, he brings expertise in biologics, GMP, GLP,
validation, and FDA-regulated manufacturing. Dustin has led the design, integration, and
expansion of Pfizer’s clinical manufacturing network, advancing capacity for innovative biologic
therapies.
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Joe Sanchez
Director, Learning & Talent Development
Merck

Joe Sanchez, PhD focuses on workforce planning, talent pipelines, and organizational
effectiveness. With more than 20 years of experience as a research scientist and
mentor, he brings expertise in instructional practices, assessment, and talent
development. Joe also serves as Site Sponsor of the Diversity and Inclusion Council at
Merck’s West Point, PA campus.

David Peticolas
VP of Software Engineering
Natera

Dave Peticolas brings nearly 12 years of experience in genomics biotechnology and prior
technical leadership roles at Industrial Light & Magic and Lucasfilm. He has contributed to both
scientific innovation and creative industries, including building digital asset systems for The
Clone Wars. Based in Portland, Oregon, Dave enjoys life with his wife, Beth, their 4-legged best
friend Ralphie, and reading books “like they’re going out of style.”

Susan Mitchell
Founder & CEO
Athari BioSciences, Inc.

Susan Mitchell advances biotechnology innovation, workforce development, and public health
resilience. She brings a rare blend of biotech expertise, federal contracting acumen, and
communications skill to bridge talent gaps and translate discovery into practice. Her vision and
collaborative spirit make her a powerful force for science-based policy and workforce
transformation nationwide.

Yolanda McLean
Senior Director, Quality Strategy & Operations
Alnylam

Yolanda McLean brings over 20 years of experience in the biopharmaceutical industry. She
provides strategic and technical leadership to ensure operational excellence and quality in
RNAi therapeutics, while championing initiatives that strengthen workforce development. A
dedicated mentor and advocate for STEM education, Yolanda is active in ISPE leadership and
MassBioEd partnerships, helping create pathways for the next generation of biotech leaders.

Sunny Schwartz
Chief Executive Officer
Massachusetts Biotechnology Education Foundation

Sunny Schwartz leads education and workforce development initiatives that grow
Massachusetts’ life sciences talent pipeline. Since 2019, Sunny has expanded programs
including the Life Sciences Apprenticeship Program, College to Career, and BioTeach ACCESS.
Drawing on two decades in workforce development, policy, and community engagement,
Sunny advances strategic partnerships to prepare a skilled workforce.
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Kristy Shuda-McGuire
Dean of Biomedical Studies
The Wistar Institute

Kristy Shuda McGuire oversees education and training programs for high school, 
undergraduate, and graduate students, as well as postdoctoral fellows. A student-centered
administrator, she is passionate about science, teaching, and community outreach. Kristy also
leads new workforce development and program initiatives, supporting the Greater
Philadelphia life science ecosystem.

Christian Youngerman
Sr. Director, Facilities/Engineering & Learning/Development
Genentech, Inc.

Christian Youngerman has served as the Head of Facilities, Engineering, and Learning &
Development at Genentech’s HIT factory for the last eight years. He brings 32 years of industry
experience to the board, including 18 years at Genentech and an extensive background in
engineering consulting and process safety. Christian is deeply passionate about people development
and is committed to fostering growth and opportunity within the life sciences community.
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